THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

that I would arrange matters with the Ministers. A few
minutes later General Miaja called me, and told me that
my presence was absolutely necessary in Valencia, so that
we should be together, and that his aeroplane would
arrive at any moment at the airport to take me over. I
replied that I could not leave Madrid, and that as soon
as they told me that his aeroplane had arrived I should
send it back. (Undoubtedly General Miaja, who knew
of my purpose, thought it would be better that the coup
d'etat should be given in Valencia), If I had done as
General Miaja wished, my failure would have been quite
certain.

When I had finished my conversation with General
Miaja, the Colonel-in-Chief of my staff entered my office,
with a sheet of official orders in his hands. He appeared
to be very upset. For a man who was by temperament
usually calm he showed great agitation, so much so that
he could not read, and handed over the orders to me. He
was right in showing excitement; these orders published
the fact that young Colonel Modesto, a member of the
Communist Party, had been made a General, and that
Lieut.-Colonels Galan, Vega and Fagiiena, also well-
known Communists, had been made military com-
mandants in the most important centres of Murcia,
Cartagena and Alicante.

Reading these orders confirmed my belief that Dr.
Negrin meant to arrest me, with General Miaja and
General Matallana, in order to carry out his plan. I
noticed that the President had called us to Yuste at about
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